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The nave is high vaulted, that is, without
ceiling. Typical French examples of Norman
architecture are the churches of Notre Dame
sur L'Eau, Bernay Abbey; St. Etienne and
Ste. Trinite Abbaye aus Dames at Caen; and
the Arques Castle. In Sicily the Cefalu
cathedral and the Cappella Palatini are fam-
ous.
In England after 1066 again the Normans
enlarged the churches, giving them more mas-
sive structure than had been the rule in
France.
NORMAN CONQUEST. See william I,
of England.
NOR'MANDY, an ancient province in the
north of France, now divided into the de-
partments of Seine-Inferieure, Eure, Cal-
vados, Manche and Orne. On the decline of
the Roman Empire this territory was seized
by the Franks, and afterwards, in the tenth
century, it was wrested from them by the
Northmen, or Normans, from whom it re-
ceived its name. Charles the Simple gave
his sanction to the conquest made by the
Normans, and Hollo, their chief, received the
title of duke of Normandy. William II,
duke of Normandy, in 1066 became king of
England (see william I, of England), and
Normany was annexed to England. On the
death of William it was separated from Eng-
land and was ruled by his son, Robert, but it
was afterward again ruled by the kings of
England, until Philip Augustus took it from
John and united it with France in 1203. Al-
though it was several times retaken by the
English, it was finally recovered by the
French in 1449-1450. Normandy is one of
the richest and most fertile parts of France.
NORMANS, (north men), a term designat-
ing all Scandinavians, but also in later usage
denoting specially the people of Norway.
Commonly it refers to those Scandinavians
•who settled in Gaul and who gave the name
Normandy to territories in what later be-
came France. They are to be carefully dis-
tinguished from other Northmen such as the
Danes because of differences in language,
laws and social institutions.
From their new home in the eleventh cen-
tury they set out on expeditions to ravage
the coasts of England, Italy, Sicily and other
convenient lands, but eventually settled per-
manently in the countries named and left a
deep impression on later history.
They are described as a cunning people,
eager for gain even at great sacrifice, apt
 in imitation, seeking for power and holding
a balance between lavish bounty and greed.
Their chieftains spent heavily to gain a
reputation among their followers. They were
capable as orators and able to endure the
severest hardships in carrying out dangerous
undertakings.
These early freebooters and their cultured
descendants have left no heirs in blood or
language by the name of Normans; all have
been absorbed in the peoples whom they con-
quered.
Related    Articles.     Consult    the   following
titles for additional information:
England	Northmen	William I of
Normandy	Sicily	England
NORNS, in Scandinavian mythology, the
three fates. Their names were Urd, Ver-
dandi and Skald, representing past, present,
and future, and they determine the fate of
gods and men. Besides these three great
norns, there were lesser ones, one to deter-
mine the fate of each man as he was born.
These inferior norns correspond to the genii
of classical mythology.
NOR'RISTOWN, pa., the county seat of
Montgomery County, fifteen miles northwest
of Philadelphia, on the Sehuylkill River and
the Sehuylkill Canal and on the Philadelphia
& Reading, the Pennsylvania and other rail-
roads. The borough is in an agricultural and
mining section, and contains a number of
large machine works, extensive manufactures
of knitting machines, hosiery, underwear,
glass, iron, wire, screws, implements, furni-
ture and other articles. There are over fifty
factories. It has a state hospital for the
insane, the Charity Hospital, homes for girls
and aged women and other charitable insti-
tutions. Some of the prominent institutions
are the MeCann Library, a Masonic Temple,
a city hall, a county courthouse, a home for
aged ladies, the Montgomery County Histor-
ical Society, a charity hospital, Saint Joseph's
Protectory for girls, the Friends' Home and
a county prison. Montgomery Cemetery con-
tains the tomb of Winfield Scott Hancock.
Yalley Forge is about sis miles to the north-
west. It was settled about 1688 and was
incorporated as a borough in 1812. Popula-
tion, 1920, 32,319; in 1930, 35,853, a gain
of 11 per cent.
NOETH, chbistophbe, the pen name of
the Scotch author John Wilson. See wil-
son, johnt.
NORTH, frederick, Lord, Earl of Ghiil-
ford (1732-1792), an English statesman Tfrno

